
r o c k w e l l f a m i l y
Marriage Name Dates Birth location Death location Marriage location Occupation/note
Date

Generation 1
John Rockwell 1563–1637 Fitzhead, Fitzhead, Fitzhead,

Somerset, Eng. Somerset, Eng. Somerset, Eng.
1585 Honor Newton 1564–1637 Fitzhead, Fitzhead,

Somerset, Eng. Somerset, Eng.
Generation 2
Children of John Rockwell 1563 and Honor Newton

John Rockwell 1588–1662 Fitzhead, Windsor, CT Fitzhead, Woodworker
Somerset, Eng. Somerset, Eng.

1619 Wilmot Cade 1587–1662 Fitzhead, Windsor, CT
Somerset, Eng.

William Rockwell 1591–1640 Fitzhead, Windsor, CT Dorchester,
Somerset, Eng. Dorset, Eng.

1624 Susannah Capen 1602–1666 Dorchester, Windsor, CT 2nd wife of Matthew Grant
Dorset, Eng. (1601–1681)

Generation 3
Children of John Rockwell 1588 and Wilmot Cade

Mary Rockwell 1624–1689 Fitzhead, Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
Somerset, Eng.

1646 Robert Watson 1620–1689 Stepney Parish, Windsor, CT Grandfather of Nathaniel Watson
London, Eng. (1663–1690)

Thomas Rockwell 1625–1656 Fitzhead, Windsor, CT
Somerset, Eng.

Children of William Rockwell 1591 and Susannah Capen
Joan Rockwell 1625–1665 Dorchester, Windsor, CT Windsor, CT

Dorset, Eng.
1642 JaVrey Baker 1623–1655 Dorchester, Windsor, CT Woodworker

Dorset, Eng.
John Rockwell 1627–1673 Dorchester, Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Cooper, joiner

Dorset, Eng.
1651 Sarah Ensign 1630–1659 Chilkham, Windsor, CT

Kent, Eng.
1662 Deliverance Haynes 1640–1710 Dorchester, MA Windsor, CT Windsor, CT

Samuel Rockwell 1631–1711 Dorchester, MA Windsor, CT Woodworker, rope maker, cooper
1658 Mary Norton 1630–? Dean, Windsor, CT

Bedford, Eng.
Ruth Rockwell 1633–1683 Dorchester, MA Windsor, CT Windsor, CT

1652 Christopher 1624–? St. Andrew, Windsor, CT Woodworker
Huntington Norwich, Eng.

Generation 4
Children of John Rockwell 1627 and Deliverance Haynes

John Rockwell 1663–1746 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker
1682 Elizabeth Weed 1666–? Stamford, CT Windsor, CT
Children of Samuel Rockwell 1631 and Mary Norton

Mary Rockwell 1662–1738 Windsor, CT Lebanon, CT Windsor, CT
1683 Josiah Loomis 1661–1755 Windsor, CT Lebanon, CT Woodworker; brother of Nathaniel

Loomis (1656–1733)
Samuel Rockwell 1667–1725 Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT Carpenter, cooper, rope maker,

sawyer, turner

Figure 32 Chart showing the genealogy of the
Rockwell family.
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Windsor’s land, William received a home lot and a sizable grant in the Great
Meadow. He served as one of two church deacons and one of three select-
men empowered to lay out land grants and oversee the settlement’s civic
aVairs. His older brother, John Rockwell, John’s wife, Wilmot Cade
(1587–1662), and their three young children joined the Dorchester group
and accompanied William to Windsor. John also received land on which he
built a house and where he earned a comfortable living as a farmer and a
woodworker. John left an estate valued at £240 when he died in 1662. Tools
listed in his inventory—a pair of cooper’s compasses, a tapping auger, turn-
ing tools, a rabbeting plane, ten plain irons and stocks, a bench, vice, and
screws—indicate that he practiced multiple trades including joinery,
cooperage, and turning.31

William Rockwell died in 1640, survived by his widow and five children.
It is likely that John Rockwell I trained William’s sons John and Samuel, but
there is no evidence that he helped them or his own children forge links with
the local community. Like William Buell, the elder John did not hold any
town oYce, did not join the local church, and did not receive any town con-
tracts. Rockwell seems to have avoided other woodworkers and made no
eVort to encourage kinship ties with their families.32

Five years after William Rockwell’s death, his wife Susannah married
woodworker Matthew Grant (1601–1681), a native of Roxbury, Yorkshire,
and one of Reverend John White’s original recruits for the Dorchester
colony. Unlike her brother-in-law John Rockwell I, Grant had developed
close connections to members of the community—woodworkers and non-
woodworkers alike. As a surveyor, he assisted in the distribution of town
lands, and as a carpenter he collaborated with other woodworkers on public
building projects. He kept the church’s records as its oYcial scribe, and,
starting in 1651, he assumed similar duties as town clerk, a position he held
until his death. He also oversaw the marriage of his children to other mem-
bers of the woodworking community. At age forty-four, with four teenaged
and adult children of his own, Grant was at the height of his career. Susan-
nah Rockwell must have understood the advantages her marriage to Grant
would aVord to her sons and grandsons (fig. 33). Through this union, she

1694 Elizabeth Gaylord 1669–1721 Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT Sister of Nathaniel Gaylord
(1656–1720)

Joseph Rockwell 1668–1742 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
1694 Elizabeth Drake 1677–1731 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Daughter of Job Drake (1651–1733)

Abigail Rockwell 1676–1741 Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT
Josiah Rockwell 1678–1742 Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT Owner of the chest illustrated in fig. 31

1713 Rebecca Loomis 1682–? Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT Sister of Nathaniel Loomis (1656–1733)
Generation 5
Children of Samuel Rockwell 1667 and Elizabeth Gaylord

Elizabeth Rockwell 1695–1781 Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT
1722 Tahan Grant 1692–1769 Windsor, CT East Windsor, CT Great-grandson of Matthew Grant

(1601–1681)
James Rockwell 1704–1776 Windsor, CT Litchfield, CT
Matthew Rockwell 1708–1782 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
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