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forged kinship connections to the woodworking community that her
brother-in-law and sons’ master had been unable, or unwilling, to establish.33

Unlike the sons of Thomas Barber Sr. and William Buell, who left Wind-
sor to start woodworking careers in newly settled communities where their
skills were in demand, John Rockwell II and Samuel Rockwell Sr. both
remained in Windsor. Not only had their mother’s marriage to Matthew
Grant integrated them into the woodworking community but also, after his
only son and heir, Thomas (1625–1656), died, their uncle John Rockwell I
had bequeathed them his woodworking tools and much of his land. Like
his uncle, John Rockwell II possessed multiple woodworking skills, includ-
ing those of cooper and turner. His son and apprentice John III also pros-
pered, leaving an estate valued at £1,160. The itemized inventory of the

Figure 33 Chart showing the genealogy of the
Grant family.

g r a n t f a m i l y
Marriage Name Dates Birth location Death location Marriage location Occupation/note
Date

Generation 1
Matthew Grant 1601–1681 Roxbury, Windsor, CT Woodbridge, Woodworker, surveyor

York, Eng. Dorset, Eng.
1625 Priscilla Gray 1601–1644 Barbridge, Windsor, CT

Leicester, Eng.
1645 Susannah Capen 1602–1666 Dorchester, Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Wife of William Rockwell (1591–1640)

Dorset, Eng.
Generation 2
Children of Matthew Grant 1601 and Priscilla Gray

Samuel Grant 1631–1718 Dorchester, MA Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker; probable owner of
the table illustrated in fig. 41

1658 Mary Porter 1637–? Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Sister of John Porter (1622–1688)
Tahan Grant 1634–1693 Dorchester, MA Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Blacksmith

1663 Hannah Palmer 1640–? Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Sister of Timothy Palmer (1647–1704)
John Grant 1642–1684 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker

1660 Mary Hall 1648–1720 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
Generation 3
Children of Samuel Grant 1631 and Mary Porter

Samuel Grant 1659–1710 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker
1683 Anna Filley 1664–1686 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
1688 Grace Minor 1670–1753 Woodbury, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT

John Grant 1664–1695 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker
1696 Elizabeth Skinner 1669–1707 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT

Matthew Grant 1666–1734 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Shoemaker
1690 Hannah Chapman 1671–1752 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
Children of Tahan Grant 1634 and Hannah Palmer

Tahan Grant 1665–1693 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Blacksmith
1689 Hannah Bissell 1671–1704 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Daughter of Nathaniel Bissell

(1640–1713)
Generation 4
Children of Tahan Grant 1665 and Hannah Bissell

Tahan Grant 1692–1769 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
1722 Elizabeth Rockwell 1695–1781 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Daughter of Samuel Rockwell

(1667–1725)
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