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e l i z a b e t h b i s s e l l b o x
Marriage Name Dates Birth location Death location Marriage location Occupation/note
Date

b i s s e l l
Generation 1

John Bissell 1591–1677 Somerset, Eng. Windsor, CT Somerset, Eng.
1627 Elizabeth Thompson1596–1641 Somerset, Eng. Windsor, CT
Generation 2
Children of John Bissell 1591 and Elizabeth Thompson

Mary Bissell 1627–1689 Somerset, Eng. Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
1649 Jacob Drake 1621–1689 Wiscomb, Windsor, CT Woodworker; possible maker of the

Devon, Eng. box illustrated in fig. 49
Thomas Bissell 1628–1689 Somerset, Eng. Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker; probable apprentice of

John Moore I (1614–1677)
1652 Abigail Moore 1639–1728 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Daughter of John Moore I

(1614–1677)
John Bissell 1630–1693 Somerset, Eng. Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker; possible apprentice of

John Drake I (1592–1659) or
John Drake II (1621–1688)

1658 Isabel Mason 1640–1665 Saybrook, CT Windsor, CT
Samuel Bissell 1635–1697 Somerset, Eng. Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker; probable apprentice of

Thomas Holcomb (1608–1657)
1658 Abigail Holcomb 1639–1688 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Daughter of Thomas Holcomb

(1608–1657)
Nathaniel Bissell 1640–1713 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker; probable apprentice of

John Moore I (1614–1677)
1662 Mindwell Moore 1643–1682 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Daughter of John Moore I

(1614–1677)
Joyce Bissell 1641–1690 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT

1665 Samuel Pinney 1635–1681 Dorchester, MA Windsor, CT Brother of Nathaniel Pinney
(1641–1676)

Generation 3
Children of Thomas Bissell 1628 and Abigail Moore

Thomas Bissell 1656–1738 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
1678 Esther Strong 1661–1726 Northampton, MA Windsor, CT

Abigail Bissell 1658–1723 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
1677 Nathaniel Gaylord 1656–1720 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker; owner of the chest

illustrated in fig. 43
1677 Joseph Bissell 1663–1689 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker
1687 Sarah Strong 1666–1739 Northampton, MA Windsor, CT Daughter of Thomas Strong

(1638–1689)
Elizabeth Bissell 1666–1688 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Owner of the box illustrated in fig. 49

1682 John Stoughton 1657–1712 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker; son of Thomas
Stoughton (1624–1689)

Benjamin Bissell 1669–1698 Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker
Sarah Bissell 1672–1703 Windsor, CT Hatfield, MA Hatfield, MA

1696 Daniel White 1671–1726 Hatfield, MA Windsor, CT Woodworker; probable maker of the
chest illustrated in fig. 69

Figure 52 Chart showing family genealogies
pertinent to the box illustrated in fig. 49.
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d r a k e
Generation 1

John Drake 1592–1659 Wiscomb, Windsor, CT Wiscomb, Woodworker
Devon, Eng. Devon, Eng.

1620 Elizabeth Rogers 1581–1661 Wiscomb, Windsor, CT
Devon, Eng.

Generation 2
Children of John Drake 1592 and Elizabeth Rogers

Elizabeth Drake 1620–1716 Wiscomb, Windsor, CT Windsor, CT
Devon, Eng.

1653 William Gaylord 1616–1656 Pitminster, Windsor, CT Woodworker; father of Nathaniel
Somerset, Eng. Gaylord (1656–1720)

1660 John Elderkin 1616–1687 England Norwich, CT Woodworker
Jacob Drake 1621–1689 Wiscomb, Windsor, CT Woodworker; possible maker of the

Devon, Eng. box illustrated in fig. 49
1644 Mary Bissell 1628–1689 Somerset, Eng. Windsor, CT Aunt of the owner of the box

illustrated in fig. 49
John Drake 1622–1688 Wiscomb, Simsbury, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker

Devon, Eng.
1648 Hannah Moore 1633–1686 Southwold, Simsbury, CT Daughter of John Moore I (1614–1677)

SuVolk, Eng.
Job Drake 1623–1689 Wiscomb, Windsor, CT Windsor, CT Woodworker

Devon, Eng.
1646 Mary Wollcott 1622–1689 Tolland, Windsor, CT

Somerset, Eng.
Mary Drake 1625–1683 Wiscomb, Windsor, CT Windsor, CT

Devon, Eng.
1655 John Gaylord 1621–1689 Pitminster, Windsor, CT

Somerset, Eng.

Although Dennis employed a similar lexicon of carved ornamental form, his
method for constructing boxes diVered from that of the Drakes.65

The related box, collected in the twentieth century from the SuYeld,
Connecticut, house of Thomas and Elizabeth Dewey Noble, reinforces the
Drake family attribution (see fig. 50). A member of the latter family, prob-
ably Job Drake, may have made it for Elizabeth Dewey (1677–1757), daugh-
ter of carpenter Thomas Dewey Jr. (1640–1690) of Windsor and Westfield.
Just as the Drakes and Bissells were interconnected by marriage, the
Deweys, Drakes, and Bissells were intertwined in a geographically larger
network of towns encompassing Windsor, SuYeld, Springfield, and West-
field (figs. 52, 55). Elizabeth Dewey’s cousin Margaret Dewey (1673–1712),
daughter of Jedediah Dewey, married Elizabeth Bissell’s brother Daniel Bis-
sell (1663–1738), and Job Drake’s daughter Abigail Drake (b. 1648) married
Thomas Dewey’s brother Israel Dewey (1645–1678). It is possible that mem-
bers of the Dewey family trained with members of the Drake family.

The ornament on these two boxes appears to prefigure that associated
with Hampshire County, Massachusetts, suggesting that the woodworking
tradition introduced by John Drake Sr. continued as part of the confluence
of English-derived carving styles manifest in later joined case furniture from
the Connecticut River Valley. A chest of drawers probably made for Thank-
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